
FINDING PEOPLE
Experts| Professionals| People Living the Story 



LET’S START --

nccnewslinks.syr.edu

Jtools tab

Finding People

Or tinyurl.com/BDJ-JTools

http://nccnewslinks.syr.edu/
http://tinyurl.com/BDJ-JTools


TECHNIQUES

Searching w/ filters

Phone books

Directories

Public records

PR services

Social media



SEARCH ENGINE FILTERS

Use a phrase search  

 WITH QUOTES “Kent Syverud”

 But note: it doesn’t find Kent D. Syverud

Filter to one site

Formula:  “name name” site: domain

Kent Syverud site:syr.edu

You try:

Find info on Lesley Fair, attorney at FTC

http://www.yahoo.com/


USING PHONE BOOKS

Anywho 

Whitepages

Tips

 Try first initial of name 

 Delete: St. , Ave. , Rd. in address

 Truncate address: for Hamlet Crest, try Hamlet

Find: SCSD Board President home phone #

 International: Infobel or Numberway

http://www.anywho.com/
http://www.whitepages.com/
http://www.infobel.com/
http://www.numberway.com/


REVERSE DIRECTORIES

Have a number, find a name

 Anywho

Whitepages

Have an address, find a name & #

Whitepages

While we’re on phone books 

http://www.anywho.com/
http://www.whitepages.com/
http://www.whitepages.com/reverse-lookup


REVERSE DIRECTORIES

NAMES AND MAPS

Don’t recognize phone number?

Put in Google

Example:  DestiNY story   (315) 422-7000 

Forgot to get directions?

Maps.google.com

ATTENTION: Only  for businesses, not residential

http://google.com/
http://maps.google.com/


FINDING EXPERTS 

No name? 

check experts lists

Journalism.net list

http://www.journalismnet.com/experts/us.htm


FINDING EXPERTS –

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORIES

US Government employees 

Doctors (several click thrus)

http://www.info.gov/phone.htm
https://apps.ama-assn.org/doctorfinder/recaptcha.jsp




FINDING EXPERTS –

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORIES

US Government employees 

Doctors (several click thrus)

Lawyers

Martindale Hubbell or Findlaw

http://www.info.gov/phone.htm
http://webapps.ama-assn.org/doctorfinder/disclaimer.jsp
http://www.martindale.com/Find-Lawyers-and-Law-Firms.aspx
http://pview.findlaw.com/


PUBLIC RECORDS

Persons licensed by state

 Beautician, athletic trainer, pest exterminator, etc

Property Records

Campaign finance records

Edgar, SEC records (publicly-traded companies) 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/opsearches.htm
http://www.ongov.net/rpts/propertyTaxInfo.html
http://www.opensecrets.org/
http://edgar.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html


Aggregates all online information

Best for people w/ online presence

Paid content is first -- avoid

Careful: many people with same 

name so verify info

http://pipl.com/
http://pipl.com/


PUBLIC RELATIONS SERVICES

Profnet

Haro
help a reporter out

https://profnet.prnewswire.com/PRNJ.aspx
http://helpareporter.com/reporters


FINDING PEOPLE LIVING THE STORY

Internet



ETHICS



SOCIAL MEDIA



LIKE PAGES

INSTITUTIONS/ORGS  ON YOUR BEAT

SKANEATELES FESTIVAL

FRIEND SOURCES?

HOW ELSE CAN FACEBOOK HELP YOUR 

REPORTING”  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Skaneateles-Festival/93603268686


SEARCH

Twitter.com/search-advanced

covers a few days 

Topsy (archives ALL of twitter  tweets) 

http://search.twitter.com/
http://www.topsy.com/


Find sources

 by name

 by company

 by industry 

http://linkedin.com/
http://linkedin.com/


Find sources 

Background before interview 

Find former employees 

a Professional journalists get executive account if take                
webinar.  



FINDING FIRE CONTACTS



TECHNIQUES
BEYOND A SEARCH ENGINE

Phone books

Directories

Public records

PR services

Social media



YOUR IDEAS?


